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Cleveland Museum of Art Presents Free Holiday Concert on Dec. 18 
Curator Emeritus Karel Paukert Performs at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 


CLEVELAND, OH (Nov. 23, 2005) —The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) presents a free holiday concert on 
Sunday, Dec. 18, at 2:30 p.m. performed by Karel Paukert, curator emeritus, at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, 2031 W. 30" St., Cleveland. Paukert will offer an Advent program, performing selections from his 
acclaimed CD Noéls along with works by J.S. Bach. 

Admission to the concert is free. 

Originating from the Latin natalis (birthday), the word noél descended into French and then into English. 
In addition, early in the history of the Christian church the word became associated with the birth of Jesus and by 
the 16" century, noél specified a French Christmas song, many of which were given instrumental settings by some 
of the country’s finest composers. Released in 2004, Paukert’s Noéls is a collection of French noéls, Christmas 
melodies from other traditions and selections that recall the joy and beauty of the season. 

Paukert will be performing the selections at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church which houses the 
historic Rudolph Von Beckerath organ. Constructed in 1956 by the Beckerath firm of Hamburg, Germany, the 
organ was the first large mechanical-action organ in North America. 

A native of Czechoslovakia, Paukert is known internationally as a leading music scholar and organist and 
has toured extensively throughout Europe, Japan and North America. Paukert’s energetic devotion to building 
awareness of organ repertoire has encouraged composers to write works for him, which he often features in his 
programs. 

Paukert’s first American performances were given in 1965, following his distinguished European career, 
climaxed by the Prix d’Excellence bestowed in 1965 by the Royal Conservatory in Ghent. In 1967, he was 
appointed associate professor of organ and church music at Northwestern University in Evanston, Ind., and has 
taught at various other institutions including Washington University in St. Louis, Mo., and The Cleveland Institute 
of Music. In addition, Paukert has concertized and lectured at many American universities including Michigan, 
Yale and Harvard. 

Paukert joined the Museum in September 1974 as Curator of Musical Arts and immediately took 
stewardship of the program and continued its distinguished legacy. As an organist, impresario and teacher, he has 


brought more than 800 concerts to the Museum. He retired in December 2004, ending his 30-year curatorship with 


(more) 


CMA/Paukert Noéls — Page 2 


the Museum. Paukert was instrumental in initiating at the CMA some of the most exceptional musical arts 
programs presented by any museum in the country. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a pivotal 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, is 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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